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Information to consider before opting out
1. Under the Education Act 1994, all students have the right to opt out of membership of the Union, without it affecting their rights to use the Union and its facilities.

2. The consequences for a student who opts out are - 
a) democracy: no right to participate in the Union’s democratic procedures, which means:

· no right of attendance at any Union meeting;

· no right  to vote in any election or referendum;

· no right to stand  for any elected position; and
· no right to propose, second or nominate any candidate standing for election.

b) clubs and societies: the opted out student may join any Union club or society, but as a public member. 
c) welfare: there shall be no distinction between opted out students and members of the Union on matters of  a welfare nature.
d) bars, entertainment and other trading activities and services: there shall be no distinction between opted out students and members on access to these Union activities and facilities.

If a student feels that they have been unfairly discriminated against as a result of opting out of membership of the Union, then s/he may make a complaint under the Union's Complaints Procedure.

Provision for opting out of membership of Durham Students’ Union
If you wish to opt out of the Students’ union, you must complete this form and return it to info@durhamsu.com. A copy will them be sent to the University Academic Registrar’s department for their records. The Union will have access to University records to identify students who have opted out for the purpose of ensuring students’ right to access Union services listed above.
Name 


College ……………………………………………………………………………..

Email address 


Course 


Date of Birth 


I understand the consequences of opting out of the Durham Students’ Union, as outlined on the reverse of this form. In particular I understand that the opt out will be in effect until I opt in again.
Signed


Date 
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