
July 2019
Durham SU’s Board of Trustees requests a ‘Democracy Health Check’ undertaken to explore inclusivity and effectiveness of Durham SU’s democratic structures and identify if further research and change is needed.

December 2019
Assembly held an open discussion, which indicated further investigation and change was needed.

January and February 2020
A brief assessment was conducted by an external consultant, which acted as a 'Democracy Health Check', concluding that change was clearly needed and recommending a full-scale democracy review.

February 2020
The campus-wide Student Officer and Trustee elections saw a strong campaign for Re-Opening Nominations, which culminated in a breach of election rules leading to all votes for RON being disqualified. 

May 2020
The ‘Democracy Health Check’ was scrutinised at an online Assembly and the incoming Opportunities Officer promised to make a more thorough democracy review one of their priorities.

June 2020
A series of focus groups were conducted, where all students were invited to participate and express their perspective on how we could make changes.

A Democracy Steering Group was established along with a Facebook page ‘Durham SU Democracy Updates’. It was agreed that an external professional was needed for the review and the group created a list of points that they wished to see reflected in the contractor.

September 2020
The possible contractors were interviewed by a panel of three students, one member of staff and the Opportunities Officer. 

October 2020
The contractor was appointed. Four student representatives were selected to liaise between the contractor and the Democracy Steering Group, and ensure student scrutiny was at the heart of the Democracy Review.

December 2020
The results of the democracy review will be submitted, after in-depth focus groups and mass survey results have been compiled.


